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Brother calls Ray unknowing accomplice

Iy DON SHANNON
Los Angeles Times Serviee

WASHINGTON — Jerry Ray,
brother of James Earl Ray, said
ynurdly that he believes his broth-
er was an unknowing accomplice in
) mplruy to assassinate Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.

At first, Ray told the House Select
Committee on Assassinations that he
knew of James Earl's involvement

that participation in a conspiracy
would make James Earl Ray guilty
of first-degree murder, Jerry chang-
ed m. testimony to say:

strongly believe he was involv-

ed — unknowingly involved."
Jerry Ray, at the close of yester.
day's testimony, was granted per-
mission to include in
records a copy of
suit for publlullnn
records King case.
“1'd also like to say in James' be-
:ﬁ“mluhmm‘ suit and gets

lav n less certain in his replies

concerning the
pumbln mum among the three
Ray nmhm during the period from

luring
April 23, 1967, when James Earl es-
caped lrom lho lllnourl state
prison, unt capture in Britain
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wo months after King's lllulnu
nnnen April 4, 1968. Explainin;
flicting statements he had muae
mr the years, Jerry said he had
ity recalling events of a dec-

ldi 'I°»
He strongly denied, however, that

either he or his brothers robbed a
bank in Mloﬂ 11, on July 13, 1967.
The Rays were accused of partici-
pating in the robbery in unsworn
testimony from two ex-conviets,

‘k- the com-
mittee.

Jerry protested that local author-
ities had cleared the Rays but that

this had not Awuud in the commit- bool

tee record. nce Kennedy, ca
counsel for Ray, nuend the co
mittee for omitting this nmnn
while pursuing “‘sliver informa-
llon ;I:M at incriminating the

'l'h hnﬂnl ended with testimony
by Ray that he had located, w'w
& map drawn by James l:url
motel in Corinth, Miss., whore
James Earl stayed on April 1, 1968,
This was the date the committee
contends he was in Atlanta, offering congres;
as proof a ticket nv-n to James
Earl by an Atlanta la

Jerry Ray testified ynl‘rdly that

a St. Louis reporter had told him the
FBI had removed the registration
k from the motel.
William F. Pepper, Jerry Rlyl
other counsel, criticized the
sional investigators for usi ( lho
opinion of wrlurl to develop
rry or John Ray, the
third bmﬁlr. or holh. could be the
mysterious ‘‘Raoul” James Earl

h claims involved him in the conspira-

cy.
Pepper said James Earl is per-
haps a legitimate target for such
public lplﬁllll.lnn Iml he told the
smen “‘you go far afield" in
lmpnelﬁnl .hrry and John. who is
scheduled to appear before the com-
mittee today.
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