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.Guesl Editorial

Public Televisi

on Does Great

Service With Right Programs

by Reed Irvine

1 hope every reader of the AIM report
shares my indignation over the hypocrisy
own by the Public Service

number like “one million"” hadn't tesrd
the “million-children myth” for many
fro

in their rfection of AT’ documentary,
's Vietnam: The Imj

/as not 0o surprised at the
staff. After all, they are the same people
‘who have been airing the most outrageous
far-left propaganda documentaries for
many years. No one was twisting their
srms o force them tn broadesst such
programs as Philip Agee's an

‘polemic, * llld to
llke ‘money out of the special pm]ecls fund
o get a prr»g\lenﬂll film, “El Salvador,
Amlh tnam?" on the air in record
ll it would coumde with the
unist-led so-called “final offensive’
N Satvador i Jomary 1061 1 wis very
disappointed in Bruce Christensen, the
president of PBS, whose background and
whose support for airing our first
ar led me to believe
that he was a new broom at PBS that
wnllld «clean things up. I can't beheve that
Christensen lclually “likes"
orglmzllmn air such pro- communm
's as the three
hlve brondcnl since December 17. He sllll
hasn’t responded toa long letter Isem him
‘on December 18 wi seri me of
the more objectionable fenlures of
”Gllll:m la: When the Mountains
Tremble”

H

‘Probably the only way to get Mr.

‘mendacious films at the same time they
are rejecting the AIM film is to get them

a Congressional committee and
take their statements under oath. With
your help, we may be able to generate

up from the

epths o her memory in hat December 17
‘meeting. Nineteen years after Pepper first
invented the figure, it is still embedded in
le’s minds. There were, of

course, additional children killed between
1967 and April 1975, but I very much doubt
that the ltalever approached ane million
hile PBS is following its normal

ni
life in the United States ten years after we
have been defeated and occupied by the
Soviet Union. On January 8, Brandon
Stoddard,  president  of
Ememmmem revealed that the project
being reassessed. The problem was
Farly meney. The miriseris hag becn
planned to last 16 hours and cost $0
‘million. That had been reduced to 12 hours
and the cost cut 1§32 milo, Hovever,
Stoddard _also the
considerations that woud he actoed i
was strong Soviet objections
to the program. It was disclose
Moscow had hinted that relations with
ABC News would be adversely affected if
ABC Eateraizment went ahead with the
‘miniseries. ABC was planning to have its
World News Tonight” brnadczsls
anchored out of Moscow durng the forth-
ing Communist Party Congress, i
was cvidenly feared that i 5 misirum
‘Soviets would interfere with that plan.
Even the hint that ABC might bow to
Soviet peesoure and cancel “Amesika”
evoked strong protests from liberals and

ring this
about. Please write to Lhe unalnrs listed
under “What You Can
One of my nllodlls M.\ggt!!ad that I
include a few words in these notes about
“the million-children myth,” which
evidently made a deep impression on PBS
senior vice president for programmi
izanne Weil. In January 1967, the left-
‘magazine “Ramparts” ran an article
by one William F. Pepper in which he
claimed that over a million children hac
been killed or injured in Vietnam as a
result of the war. He put the number of
deaths at 250,000. Dr. Em;lmmswck the.
once-famous baby doctor, picked this
nd the message overbetate around the
try Mnun Luther King embellished

he fig , we may have
idlied a milion of them--mosty children.”
‘magazine ran a story in its jssue of

e ave lled, wounded or burued more
liam

sk Secretary of
Education William J. Bennet
ABC's seeming willingness o fsctor in”
Soviet objections as “shocking”. Donald
Wrye, the writer, editor and producer of
“Amerika”, said that “it would be
prepostercus for an  American
ganization to allow itself to be affected
by a form of blackmail.” The New York
Times'ran an ediorlal in which it called
he proposed miniseries “nonsense”, but it
sathat canceling i wder conditions that
implied bowing to Soviet pressure was
“dumbness squared” . The New York Post

deluged with letters, a lot of them from
ATM members. It was also picketed in New
York and Washington by the Freedom
Federation, a coalltion of arganizations
representing many people who have fled
from communist tyranny in Eastern

urope.
S Saary 2, ARG s oo i |

would go ahead with."Amerika”
production tould be started soon and ot
the spring of 1987. John

Fulbright, then chairman o the Semate
Forelgn Relations Committee,

casualties on our side, something that even
Willlam Pepper had not done. T checked
the figures out with the military and AID
and concluded

cxaggeraled tota lvlin canialies by at
least a factor of four and that he ha

Pepper was apperently overstating
the number of killed and wounded children
by atleast a factor of 12, but you can never
underestimate the power of a good round

B. Sias, ABC's new president, said that
e it b “

of what pressures _this
doctaon, mlshl rng 1 other reas of our

‘now hold a rally in support of ABC

was very distressed to see

any indication that it might cancel this
]eemnmma(Swmnbjmim. and

Lom geighied to seo tat they have
decided to go ahead. However, 1 ai

doing handsprings about ths projet even

though it Is one that AIM heiped inspire.
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